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against the tyranny which the elder queen sought to impose
on her. The court took sides for and against the two
infuriated ladies, until at last the king had to call in the
Peshwa to arbitrate between them'. Shahu's troubles were
aggravated by the death of Shripatrao the Pratinidhi, his
lifelong friend. Although the king thought fit to follow
Bajirao's rather than Shripatrao's policy, it was the latter
who won and kept his warm affection. Many stories
survive of the relations between the king and his minister,
whom his royal master familiarly addressed as Rao. One
of them will suffice. Once during an eclipse King Shahu
went to bathe at Mahuli, the spot where the waters of the
Krishna and the Yenna meet. After his bath King Shahu
wished to bestow, according to custom, a gift on some pious
Brahman. He could xSee none near him. Shripatrao, who
was at his side said with a smile "I am both pious and a
Brahman, make me the gift." Shahu readily complied and
bestowed on the ingenious Fratinidhi the sixty acres upon
which now stand the village and temples of Vasti Mahuli.
Shripatrao died on the 25th November 1746. On his body
his faithful wife Radhabai immolated herself. To honour
her as well as his dead friend, Shahu paid a visit to the
brave lady and with his own hands decked her with jewels
before the terrible ordeal To Shripatrao's office Shahu
appointed his younger brother Jagjivan; but ho never
filled in Shahu's heart the gap caused by the loss of his
dearest friend.

Almost at the samo time as death robbed Shahu of his
beloved companion, his favourite queen Sagunabui died.
Tn July 1746 she complained of internal pains and at her
wish the king took her to the temple of Jejuri, where he
spent thousands of rupees in ceremonials and in charity.
But neither royal gifts nor prayers could move the purpose
of the gods and to the king's deep grief Sagunabai on tho
25th August 1748 passed away. Tho death of Sagunabai,
no doubt calmed the jealousy of Sakwarbai; but now tho
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